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C
hase State Fishing Lake and
Wildlife Area is located 1.5
miles west of Cottonwood

Falls in the center of the scenic

Flint Hills region of Kansas. The
109 acre lake was constructed in
1954. The lake and surrounding
383 acre wildlife area are owned

and managed by the Kansas
Department of Wildlife & Parks.

A boat launching facility is located in the main use
area. Boating on Chase State Fishing Lake is allowed
for fishing only. Shore anglers will find several fishing
piers that provide access to deep water. Pit toilets,
firerings/grills, picnic tables and a shelter house are

available for campers, picnickers and anglers who wish
to stay over night. A hand-pump water well is on the
area, but the water is not drinkable. A swimming
beach is also available for visitors.

The lake has a steep to shallow rocky shoreline and
s h a l l ow mu d fl a ts on the upper end. Wa ter clari ty is usu-
a l ly ve ry good. Fair to excellent populations of channel
c a tfish, crappie, bluegill, wa l l e ye, white bass, large m o u th
bass and fl a thead catfish are found in the lake. Wipers
( w h i te bass/striped bass hybrids) have been re c e n t ly
i n troduced. Se veral rocky islands and brush piles prov i d e
a va ri e ty of habita ts where the angler may locate fi s h .

The fo l l owing info rm a tion should improve fishing suc-
cess. Howe ve r, these sugge stions are general and success
will be ulti m a te ly affe cted by we a ther and/or conditi o n s .
For up-to-date fishing info rm a tion, anglers are enc o u r-
a ged to contr a ct their local Wildlife and Park office. Or
call the fishing hotline, (316) 800-ASK-FISH.

The best crappie fishing usually occurs in April and
M ay during the spawning period. At this time, crappie
a re found close to shore and along the face of the dam.

B rush piles and the islands are excellent places to look
for spawning fish. Minnows are a pre fe rred bait.

Channel cats are most often caught from June th ro u g h
Se ptember off the face of the dam and the fishing piers.
L i ve bait and shad sides produce the best catches.
Excellent catfishing can be had by fishing the fe e d e r
c reek after a heavy rain. When the stream is ru n n i n g
strong, the catfish move into the stream channel and
feed heav i ly.

La rge m o u th bass fishing peaks during mid to lake
M ay when the fish move into shallow wa ter to spaw n .
The best places to look for large m o u ths at this time is in
the shallow corners of the dam and other shallow shore-
lines near a dro p - o ff. Special length and creel limits may
be in effe ct for some species. Please check the Kansas
Fishing Re g u l a tions Summary and all posted noti c e s
p rior to fi s h i n g .

Chase State Fishing Lake supports populations of
quail, rabbits, squirrel and deer; however, these popu-
lations are generally low. For this reason, the wildlife
area receives very little hunting pressure. Cottontail
rabbit are the most abundant game species. The area
below the dam is the most productive rabbit cover.

Regulations for hunting the wildlife area are the
same as for private land. Hunting is not permitted
within the safety zone that encompasses the camping
area. This area is clearly marked with standard red
and white “Stop-Refuge Area-No Hunting” signs.

General Area Map
Chase State Fishing Lake Wildlife Area consists of

383 acres of mostly native grass prairie. The camping
area takes in approximately 23 acres with the remain-
ing 360 acres open to hunting. All of the wildlife area

is open year-round for hiking, bird watching and other
such non-hunting ac tivities. A variety of wildflowers
are abundant throughout the area.

Vehicles are restricted to established maintained
roads. Off-road vehicle use is prohibited.

Individuals using the state lake must take their
trash out with them. A no trash policy is in effect for
this area, so no trash barrels are provided.

Consult information signs posted on the area for all
regulations that apply to Chase State Fishing Lake
and facilities.




